aged 65. There had been no skin trouble until three or four years ago. The eruption began as red patches on the face and these were soon followed by patches on the body. The red patches then began to scale, at first " like flour," afterwards in large flakes. She lost her husband eighteen months ago and the eruption has spread more rapidly since then until now it is present in every part of the skin. Her general health has been good. There has been a little itching over the shoulders, but not much, and there is none now. Ten years ago her left eye was removed for some disease " at the back of the eye.
across to several inches, and they are so numerous that they are almost touching and leave only about half of the whole skin surface free. They are present on the scalp, face, neck, trunk, limbs, palms and soles -in fact, everywhere on the skin surface. The superficial appearance of the patches is somewhat that of psoriasis, but they differ fromn psoriasis patches in that they are slightly raised and distinctly infiltrated, so that they feel two or three times the thickness of the normal skin when pinched up. The surface of the patches is smooth and glossy under the scales, but some patches are excoriated and some on the shoulders and buttocks are ulcerated and crusted. Over the joints of the fingers and knees and elbows the patches are transversely fissured.
There are no large projecting tumours. The hair is scanty. The nails are normal. There is a general enlargement of the glands, and they may be felt enlarged, especially in the neck, in the groins and above the elbow. The urine is normal. The temperature is normal.
A blood examination gave the following results (September 21, 1913 The condition has rapidly improved under treatment by X-rays, but the patient has lost weight. She does not take her food so well in hospital as at home.
Microscopical examination of sections from patches on the arm: (a) Epidermnis-There is parakeratosis in the form of a thick layer of swollen nucleated horny cells. There is marked acanthosis, the prickle cell layer being considerably widened and throwing long, irregular prolongations into the corium. (b) Corium-The papille are enormously enlarged. A cell infiltration extends from the apices of the papille to half-way towards the sweat-glands. The infiltration is made up of lymphocytes, plasma cells and epithelioid cells. There are also numerous mast cells and large masses of pigment, both confined to the lower margin of the infiltration. The proportion of the three elements of the cell infiltration varies in different parts. In some parts there are " epithelioid" cells and numerous dilated capillaries. In others there is a mixture of epithelioid cells, plasma cells, and lymphocytes. In all parts of the infiltration and even in the corium between the infiltration and the sweat-gland level, there are numerous dilated capillaries with proliferated wall cells, some of which in cross-section give the appearance of giant cells. But there are no typical giant cells. On the whole the microscopical findings are those of an inflammatory cell infiltration in the corium (a granuloma), with marked new formation of capillary vessels, with mast cells, and with deposit of pigment. The epidermis shares in the inflammatory reaction.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. D. VINRACE asked for information as to the frequency of application of X-ray treatment in such cases.
The PRESIDENT said he had a patient with mycosis fungoides now under his observation who had been X-rayed at irregular but very short intervals during the last fifteen years; whenever a suspicious patch appeared he at once came to hospital for further treatment. The disease was thereby controlled and kept in abeyance but not cured.
Dr. DORE said he had had two such cases under his care recently, and he had been obliged to repeat the exposures of X-rays frequently, on account of the large extent and rapid progress of the disease. It was inadvisable to limit the action of the rays to each affected area, because commencing lesions might exist under apparently healthy skin.
